PIERS PLOWMAN,   I
compatible with unity of authorship. But such verbal variants
can be traced, with complete certainty, to the corruptions of
scribes. When Skeat's work is finally revised in a definitive
edition, it will appear that the critical texts of A, B, and G
approximate to each other much more closely than they
appear to do in Skeat's editions, as published between 1867
and 1886.
Apart from these verbal differences, there remain the
psychological differences which Manly traced between his
Ai, As, B, and C. But here, the psychological difference lay,
I think, in Professor Manly himself. Everything in Ar he had
read carefully many times before: he came to it therefore well
prepared.1 To the study of As, B and C as complete poems, he
came for the first time, for previously he had read only portions
of these. Further, Ai deals entirely with the Active Life in
the world. As and the B- and C-additions take us into regions
much less material and concrete; but we have no more reason
to think them therefore the work of a different writer, than we
have to believe that the Dante who wrote the Inferno did not
write the Paradiso. That the continuations are more difficult
to follow than the first section of the A-text is true: but that is
due to the fact that they deal with higher and more complex
ways of life and deeper problems than those to which the
simple-minded Ploughman is at first a sufficient guide.
Manly's theory had a most friendly reception from the
scholarly public, because, with the exception of Skeat and
Jusserand, that scholarly public was in just the same position
as Manly himself was when he first formed his theory. Most of
us were quite familiar with everything in Ai. We had read it
repeatedly, often in class in Skeat's school-edition, which is
simply Ai, with some (unessential) additions made by B. But
we knew very little of As, or the B-continuation (the bulkiest
part of Piers Plowman) or the C-additions. Skeat himself had
noted how people had misunderstood the poem, because the
former part was better known than the latter. But his own cheap
1 The B-text takes over the Prologue and Passus i-viii of the A-text, with
only very trifling omissions. The man who knows Skeat's small edition of B,
Prologue and Passus i-vii, therefore knows Ai. But Az, the overwhelming
bulk of B, and all C, will be to him unexplored territory.
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